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As time progressed I found that David had a good foundation of
knowledge of mechanical things. David had a demonstrable know-
ledge of things within his realm of understanding that could
@e seen or operated, As an example of this one of the college
students told me she had seen David show someone how to out a
chain on a bicycle. Althouch he could not do it himself he knew
how to do it. One day after Mr. Armstrong had been huntin-, David
demonstratéd how to shoot a deer, how it could be tizd to a pole
and carried by twa';eﬂ, and a detailed explanati»-n »f how it could
be dressed.

Toward the middle of the semester he began printing and readinz
readiness. This is when his trailts of nerfecti-n and dili-~encs
became more n-~ticeable, His determination was and ils a sight to
behold.

By the end of the semester he ;ould make most of his letters well
All except the circle letters which he made in a nice oval shapd,
Just the way I had taught him, ﬁfter finding my error and corrécting
1t, only a few days were required for him to unlearn the incorrect
way and make them properly,

During the Summer months while their parents were away there

was a very notliceable chanve in both David and Matthew, They were
more restless, unruly and disobedient., They both, expecially
David, were :ore affectionat than any other time befosre »r since.

This 1s where I learned how alert and observant David is. There
was unlimited oo ortunity on the Tabernacle Grounds to obsgerve

nature. This David did with all his might,

Wheﬁ the breeze was cool we sometimes sat on the poégh of the
Tabernaolb duringfreoesa and ate fruit. There was a big wasps

nest at the top of th: Jiiding;"David spent much »f this time
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watehing them. He demonatrated how they w uld erawl careful’y
around, suddenly wi#r thelr wings and then flv away, s-on returning
with something in thelr mouth. I had not noticed this until then.
It was like "pulling an eye tooth"™ to get him away from a cricket,
grasshopper or frog. After belng stung once or twice he could spot
a bull nettle yards away. Anything that was new to him and ecould
be handled- he would bring to me and ask what it was. If it could
not be carried we all went to see it, He didn't remember thé names
but he always said them and seemed happy to know they had a name,
Almost every morning on the way to the Spring he would find a flower
or twig or somethins for me to put in my button hole.

When we couldn t xo outside for recess we ate the friit using a

rogular table settinciﬁn order to practice table manners. David
took to this with an equal amount of e-thusiasm as he did t> the
out of doors. He held hia knife and fork properly for cutting,
used nis napkin properly and corrected Matthew when he did s me=-
thing wrong.

Much of the time was spent in matehing words to pilctures and
vice versa, cioring, drawing and printing and printinz letters to
Mr. and“Mrs. Armstrong,

There i1s much more concerning David and Matthew's development
80 far that could and probably should be written in another'report,
This much was writtento show the varied and enthuslastic interests
he has,

With this background, David was ruch more secure fnr the hee-
ginning of School. By this time,David especially was ready to
begin first grade work. We started in the first zrade Tag Series.
In the bevinning prozress was slow and labored. David was able

. to make almost all the s-unds ‘ut had nevsr made them with under=-
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standing, except for a few memorized wnords,
He nasalized all hils vowels a~d had a dead tne t» the con=-
sa-onants. He worked long, hard and diligently at this. Onee
or twice, until I reallzed he would over wonrk nimself, he would
suddenly take a deep breath and just lay his head down on his
desk, After he haa learned his long vowels, the short vowels
which I had dreadéd took only half the time the long vowels had
taken. YOu know ﬁow easily the long vowels are seen-=but the
short vowels are ﬁade only by tongue position ard slight movement
of the lower jaw, |

Mr. Lochner, there are so many things he has learned when I
felt completely lnadequate and helpless in getting it across.
There have been times when we would both be concentrating so
hard on one thing that It was almost as thourh our minds were
comm&nioating. Sometimes I would have t» =20 over 1t thor»uczhly
and intently with him three or four times and he would be just
as intent trying diligently to understand. Then suddenrly, somehow
he would understand and his whole face would light up. These are
Qxhaﬁating and yet the most gratifying experiences 1n teaching that
I have ever had and will never forget. I know God gave him that
understanding~--there 1s no other explanition for it. Then after
he understood he would explain 1t to Matthew,

After learning the vowels and consonants progress has been much
faster, He 1s,inessence, keeping up with two classes in reading,
We are much further behind the first grade in reading. Yet when
we cover g->mething he has done weeks before in the other room he
remembers exactly what to do. As an example there are several

exercises of the following.
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and showed s-mething very close to anger, whlch I had never seen
him do before in any situation. I told him to never get that look
on his face. And shoied +im he should do it slowly, with patience
.and a pleasant, but firm look. This was the first time I have
"shown that much displeasure in an thing he has done. He felt it
deeply and he was so humble. I could see the resignati-n(with
dignity) to never do thai again. He did not even think of pouting
and he showed only respect toward me on nls face. It was also very
humbling to me for I had never had anyone look at me with that much
respect, There was also a look there that I don't quite know how
to explain, It is the same look he has that lets you know he <
likes you, he's glad to see you==but only you are to know 1it. It's
also the same look he has in reply to "That's good David"™ when
he has done something well., It is a deep feeling he has but one
that 1s seldom expressed,
SUSGESTED ACTION

One of the reasons for David's accomplishments 1s he does not
set limits for himself and he does not rebsel azainst authority.
So far he has reached no boundary vacause evervthing he doses, he
does with willhpower and all his might. On rare occasi-ns David
will become momentarily discouraced. Just a few words of encourage
ment and assurance that he can do it is all that 1s nseded t» spur
him on to success.

If this attitude and drive can be maintalned in Davld along with
yielding his 1life to Gody as you sald in the meeting, we have no

yardstick to measure a person of this caliber,




He can rememnber the word to which the lineAis supposed to be drawn
trough he has covered many similar exercisés since that one., In
this particular one he remembered Mrs. Armstrong had brought me

a fan from Spain though as far as I know he had only seen it
twice this past summer.,

He also gets a big kick out of secretly pronouncing the word§
Matthew 1s going to analyze, KHe cannot do this with alle-but :
does occasionally., While Matthew is walking to the board; very
gh¥dkly, David will look at me with = sly, knowing look, sound the
word, pronounce 1t ( all in a whisper with his hand to the side
of his mouth so Matthew can't see or hear) show me what the word
means and then grin from ear to ear,

David has been reading for some thme. At the present time we
are working on relaxing his throst ( he reads with his whnle body)
and using expressi-n, He can feel the difference in the way I
read with expressisn a-d with dead tones. He can even see the
*difference now but it will take longer and more of an understanding
of languagg rér him to do this,

Dgvid 1§‘just beginning to do meaningful lip-reading. As soon
as he reallzes more fully that this is the way to communicate
he will make much faster progress, I vouldnft be at all surprised
i1f we are able to work on basiec language concepts this summer
that by some time next year he may begin simple sentence structure,
He 1s sometimes "bursting" to do it now but doesn't have the under-
standing for 1t,

One other thing I wanted tommenti-n is the way David takes
correction., Once I had to sternly rebuke David on the manner in
which he corrects Matthew. I had t-1d him once or twice bef-re

but there were no results. He was becominz very impatient and




